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Lot us at once grie ear to the Rig-Veda, the most
authertic ocho of the most-tmmemorinl traditions, let us
note how 1t approaches the formidable pioblem *

*Phere was neither Bewng nor non-Being There was ne-
ther atmosphere nor heavens above the atmosphere What
moved and whither? And 1 whose care ? Woere there
waters, and the bottomless deep ?

“Phere was then neither death nor immortality The
day was not divided from the might Only the one dreathed,

m Himself, without extraneous breath, and apart from
Him there was nothing

“Then for tne first time desire awohe within Him,
this was the first seed of the spimt The sages, full of
understanding striving within then hearts, dis covered 1n
non-Being the link with Bemng

“who Lnowsth ard who can tell where creation was
born, whence 1t eame and swhether the gods were not
born afterwards ® who Lnoweth whence 1t hath come ?

‘ Whence this crettion hath come, whether 1t be
created or uncreated, He whose eye watchesover it from the
highest liews en, He alone hnoweth and yet dothHs hnow ?

[X 129]
Is 1t possible to find 1 our humah annals, words
more majestic, more full of solemn angmsh, mere angust

1 tono, more devont, moro ternble * Where could weo find
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at the vory foundation of life a comploter and moro 1rreduct- !
blo confossion of ignorance ? Whoro, from the depths of our
agnosticism, which thousands of years have angmented,
can we point to a wider horizon? At tho very outset 1t passes
all that has boen said, and goos farther than we shall ever
dare to go, lost we fall into despaur, Hor 1t does not foar
to ask 1solf whether the suprome Bewng hnows whatHe
has done—knows whother o 1 or 1 not the Creator,

and questions whotlier He has becomo consowous of Him-
self " .
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